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Yoga gets the biggest science thumbs up yet

Charu Sudan Kasturi

® charu kasturi®@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: Yoga works much
like antidepressants and psy-
chotherapy and helps tackle
most mental health problems
including depression, atten-
tion deficiency and even schiz-
ophrenia, researchers have
concluded, giving the ancient

practice science’s most com-
prehensive thumbs up yet.

It helps modulate levels of
key chemicals such as sero-
tonin and cortisol, a review
by Duke University scientists
has confirmed. For some ill-
nesses, yoga may work as a
standalone remedy, and in
others, as an adjunct to med-
icine, they found.

“Additionally, there is like-
ly to be a positive group
effect when one practises
yoga in a group,” Dr Meera
Balasubramaniam, the lead
author of the research told
HT. Yoga is practised by 200
million people worldwide,
including 100 million in India
and 16 million in the US. But
while its use in helping men-

HT New Delhi

tal health is widely recog-
nised, medical science par-
ticularly outside India has till
now viewed its potential to
tackle major illnesses with
scepticism. As the practice
gained popularity globally
through the latter half of the
20th century, with cultural
icons like the Beatles sub-
scribing to it, cases of fraud

China’s mobile landmark

BEIJING: China, with a popula-

gurus duping innocent peo-
ple also started popping up.
“It has become difficult to dif-
ferentiate legitimate claims
from hype,” the authors of the
Duke research wrote in their
paper published on Friday in
the respected journal
Frontiers in Psychiatry.

(For full story, log on to hin-

dustantimes.com/yoga)

tion of over 1.3 billion, now has
1.11 billion mobile phone users,

according to official data

released Friday. The ministry of

industry and information tech-
nology (MIIT) said mobile
phone users represent 80% of

all phones users in the country.
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21 Delhiites
on Padma
list, one
from Noida

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mew Delhi: Delhi's haul
at the Padma Awards has
increased considerably
from last year. Of the 108
Padma awards, 21 were
claimed by Delhiites and
the number is 22 if you
count Prof. Yashpal who
now lives in Noida.

One of the four Pad-
ma Vibhushans awarded
this year has gone to art-
ist Syed Haider Raza who
returned to India after
gix decades in France in
December 2010, A spoles-
person at Raza Founda-
tion said the 91-vearold
was ‘very happy’ that his
country chose to award
him again after his re-
turn. He won the Padma
Shriin 1981 and the Pad-
maBhushan in 2007,

Prof.
Yashpal,
who won
for sC1-
ence  and
ENginesr-
ing, said
he had an
"inkling"
the award
Was ©omm-
ing his
way.
“They
talked to
me to find

i out if I
Prof.Yashpal, was the
{2bove) Ritu right per-
Kumar son,” said
= Yashpal
laughing. "Ultimately it
was an income tax offi-
cial who'd come to check
if T had paid my taxes
who told me."

Five of the 24 awarded
Padma Bhushans are
Delhiites --actor Sharmi-
la Tagore and Bharat MNa-
tyam dancer Sarcja Vai-
dyanathan, Vijay Kumar
Saraswat and A Sivatha-
nu Pillai, chairman and
chief controller of R&D,
respectively, at DRDO,
and paediatrician Dr MK
Bhan. Ehan is credited
with developing the rota-
Virus vaccine.

Fifteen of B0 Padma
Shriz went to Delhiites,
They include cancer spe-
cialist Dr P K Julka from
ATIMS, cardiac surgeon
Dr G K Mani, radiologist
Dr Sudarshan K Agar-

wral Fazhicem indostee da
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signer Ritu Kumar and
founder of VLCC Group
Vandana Luthra.

Eumar said she
thought someone  had
called the wrong number
when she was informed.
"I was at the literature

festival. 1 had caught a
coldar oneof the sessions

and I thought they had
the wrong number. They
wereaskingme if Twould
accept the award and 1
was evenmaore convinced
they had made a mis-
take,"she said.
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waste paper to ‘recycle’ lives

By Harsh Mishra gnd
Gargi Agarwal in New Delhl

WASTE paper has many uses. The
students of Delhi University's Sha-
heed Sukhdev College of Business
Studies are using it to shape lives.
As part of a business model, they
collect paper discarded by corpo-
rate houses and educational institu-
tions and recycle it to give livelihood
to the needy. These undergraduate
students started ‘Project Akshar’in
2011 to create wealth from waste to
gain experience in business plan-
ning as well as help the society.
The project is aimed at giving
sustenance to the economically
backward and differently abled
people by involving them in the
production of eco-friendly note-
books by reusing and recyeling
waste paper. “If is a ray of hope for
such people who have been chal-
lenged by the circumstances pre-

vailing in their lives,” says Karan
Kampani, a member of this project.
These students are a part of Enac-
tus, an international non-profit
organisation that mobilises univer-
sity students to make a difference
in their communities while develop-
ing the skills to become socially
responsible business leaders.

college and also Jesus and Mary Col-
lege and Lady Shri Ram College
where our members have helped sen-
sitise students and organise such col-
lections,” Kampani said, -

He added that 100 kg provides
27,000 sheets of recycled paper.
This waste paper, in the form of
newspapers, magazines, sheets ete, .
is then recycled and used by the

identified beneficiaries to make
Project Akshar alms to notebooks. The students have tied
create wealth from waste  up with two NGOs which coordi-

The paper discarded by corpo-
rates, schools and colleges is col-
lected by the students through reg-
ular waste paper collection drives.
The most recent drive was carried
out in Gurgaon where two tons of
waste paper was collected.’

“Even well-off families are willing to
contribute when made aware. Besides
colonies and corporate offices, we
hold awareness programmes in our

nate the whole exercise.

The people who make these note-
books include the disabled and
even former drug addicts. They
have a regular income now which
goes up to 5,000 a month.

“I was on drugs and had lost all
hope for future. But with the help
of these students, not only have I
become an independent individual
but I am also helping others,” says =
Achint (name changed) who is now
trying to reclaim his normal life.
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FUELLING HIGH-END RESEARCH IN INDIA

IIT Madras Talks
Joint PhDs with
US Universities

" Movetoimprove
profile of students &
produce globally
relevant research

HARIPULAKKAT
BANGALORE |
! ast July Indian Institute of
Technology Madras (ITTM) di-
rector B Ramamurthy
and external relations dean R Naga-
rajansetoff onaratherunusualmis-
sion: to ask American universities
‘whether they were interested in of-
fering joint PhD programmes with
IT Madras. The OTs have got the
best undergraduate students in In-
dia—probably in the world-but their
PhD programmes werenot going too
well. Most IIT undergraduates left
for high-paying jobs or management
education after their degree and the
remaining went for PhD in overseas
universities. All the II'Ts were work-
ing to change this, and IIT Madras
had found its own unique method.
Ramamurthy and Nagarajan went
to 20 American universities. These
universities were not picked at ran-
. dom.Theyhad I'T i

ter sense of their own placé inthe’
Unlike

global educatic

senior faculty who could be used to
broker relationships. OIT Madras,
like many top institutions, had a
number of collaborations between

inmanyunit i But
Ramamurthy wanted to take the col-
laboration to a deeper level culmi-

the great universities, IITs are not
ethnically-diverse campuses. For-
eign research students come to In-
dia in small numbers but IITs and
other institutions are keen to in-
crease their presence. “A joint PhD

nating in a joint PhD in
the near future. I'T Madras had cne
such programme with National Uni-
wversity of Singapore, but it had not
gone too well - only one student had
used it in six years.
wanted to sow the ground first with
US universities before offering joint
PhD programmes. .
Their tour went exceptionally well.
US universities were too keen to col-
laborate with IIT Madras. Michigan
State University waseager togettoa
joint PhD programme quickly, as
soon as later this year. Two others,
Purdue University and the Universi-
ty of Maryland, also wanted tomove
on to deeper relationships culminat-
inginajoint PhD programine.

TT Madras expects more US uni-*

versities to join this list soon which
should expangd to inciude umiversi-
ties from other countries. Taiwa-
nese universities are at the top of the
list outside the US since they found
many IIT PhDs end up in the Taiwa-
nesesemiconductorfirms.

THESHIFT . "
The IITs are now in the middle of a
paradigm shiftasthey try tomorph
from world-class teaching institu-
tions to world-class research cen-
tres. Their PhD students are an im-
portant part of this shift. But they
have not been able to persuade
their undergraduate students todo
PhDs in their own institutions. In-
tegrated programmes for under-
grads have had very few takers
while their masters and PhD stu-
dentscomefrom other engineering

* colleges, and often with inadequate

+ preparation for therigour of aPhD
programme, .

Mostof them donot getexposed to
global trends during their PhDs
and the II'Ts do not get foreign stu-
dents to any significant degree.
Meanwhile, OT faculty has got
strong hints about the possibilities
of sendi broad. “We've

isagood way to bring visitorstoour
" says thy.

THE OPPORTUNITY

The IT Madras brains trust also
thinks that the opportunity to work
in two universities in different en-
vironments will be a good motiva-
tion for students to pursue PhDs in
their institution. Says Nagarajan:
“This programme is not for every-
body. Only 10% of the students will
be able to earn a joint degree.” The

P4

alumninetwork in the USand IITM
isdrawingheavily on this to pursue
collaborations. One such alumnus
is Suresh Garimella, professor at
the School of Mechanical Engi-
neering and Birck Nanotechnology
Center in Purdue University. Gari-
mella is responsible in many ways
for pursing this collaboration with
IITM. Purdue is vigorously multi-
cultural and hosts the second large-
stnumber of globalstudentsinaUS
university. Purdue is keen on pur-
suing relationships in India. “IT
Madras and Purdue have good reso-
nance between their missions and
capabilities,” says Garimella.
Michigan State University, on the
other hand, is already working on
products with IITM. Syed Hash-
sham, professor of Civil and Envi-

jointPhD besel
based on their performance in the
initial two years of work after be-
ginning their PhD programme.
Thenthey will spend one year inthe
US university working on a prob-
lem - usually complementary to
their IITM work - given by the US
f professor. The stu-
- dent will then re-

‘ThellTshave  turn and finish the

gotthe best degree  require-
undergrad ments at ITM and
studentsin be awarded a joint
Indla- degree with the US
probably In university. The
the world - MoU may involve *
buttheirPhD  an equal partner-
programmes  ship where US stu-
werenot . dents will come to

‘goingtoowell IITM for a year and

are awarded joint
degrees too. In practice, a substan-
tial number of new rules have to be
worked out by both universities be-
forethey cansignadeal.

IIT Madras has recently seen an’
increase in the number of external
‘collaborations, and it had hired a
full-time official to look after their
progress. Professors in universi-
ties work together often, but in re-
cent times cqllaborations have
started going upalevel inscopeand
have resuited in MoUs between the
parent institutions. Michigan State
University, for instance, has 160 col-

borations with other universi-
Ses. The Obama Singh 21st Century

seen students who go abroad come
back transformed,” says Rama-
murthy.

IITfacultyhasfound thatstudents
whospend sometimeabréad oncol-

laborative projects are better pre-

paredfor continuingtheirresearch
work here. They alsomeet students

dge Initiative, signed dur-
ing USPresident Obama’striptoIn-
dia, nowfundssomeof these collab-
orations between .Indian and
American institutions, Michigan
State University is an important
collaborator for ITM, as are the’
University of Maryland and Pur-
due University.

Y ing, worksm
among other things on the rapid de-
tection of microorganisms in wa-
ter. He is collaborating with T Pra-
deep, professor of chemistry at
OTM, who'is a nanotechnologist
and has developed filters for pesti-
cideremoval. -
* Thetwo are combining to develop
methods to quickly detect both
chemicals and microorganisms in
water. “You have put water treat-
ment plants in many houses in In-
dia,” says Hashsham, “but we do
nothaveany method totestwhether
they are working after some time.”
Safe drinking water is a global
need and research problems like
this tackled by universitiesarenow
globalin their scope. They increase
the need for collaboration between
researchers, who are now looking
for students with all-round capabil-
ities. The electrical engineering
and communication department of
the University of Maryland, for
one, works on two areas of interest
to IITM: low energy communica-
tion and high efficiency solar cells.
But their area of expertise are dif-
ferent. While University of Mary-
landfaculty isskilled in the packag-
ing of solar cells, IITM is good at
fabrication. The twoare combining
to develop highly-efficient solar
cells. “We have experience in the
same field but we not the same ex-
pertise,” says Prakash Narayan,
professor of Electrical and Com-
puter Engineering at the Universi-
ty of Maryland. Students stand to
gain when trained by faculty with
different skills. .
Oneof the aims of IIT Madrasisto
make sure the funding is just right.
“We don't want this to be a get-rich
programme,” says Nagarajan, “be-
cause the students will then be at-

from many countriesandgetabet-  All the IITs have an extensive tracted toitforthe wrongreason.”
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IT expert for pollution survey

Study Ordered By Noida Authority To Find Causes & Extent

Ayaskant Das | Tnn

Notda: The Noida Authority
has sought assistance of IIT-
Roorkeeforundertakinga sur-
vey to determine the causes
and extent of pollution in
the city,

Following an order of Na-
tional Green Tribunal on Ja-
nuary 15 for the formation of
an expert committee to under-
take the survey, the Authority
has appointed a technical ex-
pert from IIT-Roorkee to be
partof thepanel. The panel al-
80 includes representatives
from the Union environment
and forests ministry, besides
representatives of the central
and UP state pollution control
boards.

The Authority hasappoint-
ed A A Kazmi, associate pro-

...................

fessor of the department of en-
vironmental engineering - of
IIT-Roorkee, as the expert
member. The committee will
have its first meeting at the
headquarters of Central Pol-
Iution Control Board (CPCB)
inNew Delhion Tuesday. Ithas
been ordered to submit the re-
port within four weeks from
January15.

A bench headed by the tri-
bunal chairperson, Justice
Swatanter Kumar, had or
dered the formation of the
committee following pleas
from Noida-based entrepre-
neursthat industriesaloneare
not responsible for pollution
Inthecity The tribunal hasen-

forced a ban in Noida since °

Aprillast year on setting up of
ihdustries or expansion of ex-
istinig units after a case was fil-

ed by a Noidaresident a]legmg

adverse health impacts from

highlevels of pollution. }
Following the ban, Noida
Entrepreneurs’ Association
had said other factors like con-
struction activities, natural
content of the soil and vehicu-
lar emissions are also respon-

GREEN DRIVE | -

sible for pollution in Noida.
The city-based industrialist,
Sharad Jain, will represent in-
dustrialists in the expert com-
mittee, association officials
said. ]
The tribunal’s decision to
determine the exact causes of
pollution in Noida is also
prompted by an affidavit sub-
mitted with it by the environ-
ment ministry The ministry

Navbharat Times ND 28/01/2013
P-2

...................

....................

ﬁaa‘tﬁ [ qéﬁzifr

had banked upon a survey re-
port of 88 industrial clusters
compiled by the central pollu-
tion board. In the survey con-
ducted in 2009, Noida had
scored 78.9¢on thecomprehen-
sive environmental pollution
index, a scale marked from 0-
100, in ascending order of pol-
lution levels. The scale was
framed to analyse dimensions
of environment health, in-
cludingair, water and land. On
the basis of the survey, the pol-
lutionboard had ranked Noida
12th in a list of 43 ‘critically
polluted areas’ inthe country.
The tribunal cbserved in
its January 15 order that “the
most pertinent question that
has to be examined by the tri-
bunal is as to what are the rea-
sonhs for the averments made
in the affidavit of the MoEF”.
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DU to start online classes

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In order to
compete with the global
standards practised by the
universities in Europe and
North America, Delhi uni-
versity (DU) has decided
to start interactive classes
aided by the information
technology.

According to a DU
official, ‘Sam Pitroda,
chairman of the National
Knowledge Commis-
sion, would lead the proj-
ect. The project, which
started a8 months ago, is
expected to be completed
in three months’ The
National Knowledge Net-
work is a project under
which 900 educational
institutions are attached
to share their knowledge
under one platform.

‘After the completion
of the project, the classes
will become interactive
and students from all over
would be able to attend
the lecture going on in any
university be it, DU, IIT
or ITM, the official added.

According to P C Jain,
principal of Shri Ram Col-
lege of Commerce of DU,
this ambitious programme
will help the students in
garnering knowledge in a
more flexible way,

The authorities have
decided to give the proj-
ect unlimited bandwidth,
so that the educational
aspects of the project
could not be hampered.
DU has signed a deal
with Software Technol-
ogy Park of India for the
maintenance,
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Is Einstein sole
proprietor of
E=mc* equation?

Washington: A little
known Austriari physicist
may have contributed to
Einstein’s famous equation
E=mc? American scientists
have claimed. *
In astudy tobe published
in the European Physical
Journal H, Stephen Boughn
from Haverford College in
Pensylvannia and Tony
Rothman from Princeton

University in New Jersey

argue how Austrian physi-
cist Friedrich Hasenohrl’s
work, may have contributed
to the equation E=mc?.

The physicists outline
the role played by Haseno-
hrl in establishing the pro-
portionality between the
energy (E) of a quantity of
matter with its mass (m) in
cavity filled with radiation.

In 1905, Einstein found
the correct relationship
between inertial mass and
electromagnetic energy,
which is E=mc2.

The authors of the study
believe the notion that mass
and energy should be relat-
ed did not originate solely
with Hasenohrl. Nor did it
suddenly emerge in 1905,
when Einstein published
his paper, as popular belief
would have it,

LATCHING ON TO AN IDEA?

Given the lack of rec-
ognition for Hasenohrl's
contribution, the authors
examined the his original
work on blackbody radia-
tion in a cavity with per-
fectly reflective walls.

The study seeked to iden-
tify the blackbody’s mass
changes when the cavity is
moving relative to the ob-
server. They then explored
the reason why he arrived
at an energy/mass correla-
tion with the wrong factor,
namely at the equation:
E=(3/8) mc2. Hasenchrl's
error, they believe, stems
from failing to account for
the mass lost by the black-
body while radiating. eni:

Page 7 of 10
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Software park at DU

Vats ala Shrangi'THN
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Delhi University has announced setting up of a software park on campus by the new academic session, in arder to provide greater
exposure to students inthe realm of information technolagy (IT). The software park will be set up at the cluster innovation centre
(CICY, forwhich DU has partnered with the Software Technology Park of India (STPI. The park is intended to help students engage
with realworld problems and gain hands-on learning.

Accarding to Sanjeev Singh, project co-ordinator, Institute of Informatics and Communication (1C), DU, it was time that students in
universities in India are exposed to all flavours of technology. The software park will be like an eco-system in which students and

faculty are well connected and deal directly with real industry processes and experiments.

PROJECT SHIKSHA WITH
MICROSOFT

Microsoft Partners in
Learning initiative aims to

HT New Delhi

develop among educators and
students 21st century skills and
inculcate advanced I'T-based
approaches to learning.

Under the first phase of the
programme called ‘Project
Shiksha’, which was launched
in India by Bill Gates in 2003,
the company has partnered with
12 state governments, includ-
ing Maharashtra, Uttarakhand,

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Gujarat, Bihar, Mizoram,
Madhya Pradesh, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and
Uttar Pradesh.

Fourteen shiksha academies
have been set up and the com-
pany also operated 100 state-run
District Institutes for Education
and Training (DIETSs) that offer
a range of education resources.
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DOUGLAS CLEAVER, professor of materials modelling, Sheffield Hallam
University, and Chair of the university's Research Degrees Sub-Committee,
talks to Malini Sen on best practices in research and development

EXCELLENCE
IN RESEARCH

L‘a.'. I

Dougles Clesrer

What are the best practices
followred in the UK to achieve
excellence in research that India
could learn from?

Professional bodies (IEEE, Insti-
tute of Physics, Royal Society of
Chernistry, British Psychological
Society, eto) hawve important pow-
ers to ‘accredit’ degres-level pro-
vision. This is independent of
goverTim ent quality assessmment
and airned at maintaining high
lewels of subject provision and, at
a later career stage, professicnal
development. There are sone
ecuivalent bodies in ndia (Insti-
tution of Engineers, Indian
Physics Association, Indian
Chernical Society), but their remit
does not appear to cover accredi-
tation. University course design
pays great hesd tn the reqnuire-
ments of professional body ac-
creditation.

In the UK, huge national as-
SeSSINent eXercises are Jper-
formed to judge research quality
department by department (the
next is REF2014). In practice, the
UK Research Assessments are
costly (in time and resource), pro-
mmots undesirable rivalries (le-
tween departments and institu-
tions) and encourage poaching of
‘star’ acadernics. The high level of
co-operation between Indian aca-
demics that I have seen during
my visit is far more productive
than the rivalry I would have
seen at an equivalent meeting in
the UK. Largescale research as-
sessmments provide goverrmment

with a tool with which to com-
pare and influence universities,
but they do NOT in themselves
engender excellence in research.

India is investing strongly in
new institutions — this is very
positive. For these to thrive,
though, they will need to recruit
AND develop new faculty. This
is a problemn, since it is ap-
parent that existing institu-
tions already have unfilled
positions and there isa
danger that newly appoint-
ed faculty may struggle to estab-
lish themselves due to heavy
teaching loads. Given the cur-
rent shortfall, a concerted at-
ternpt to recruit internaticnally
conld bear fruit (I was unaware
of the atternpted expansion prior
tothis wisit).

Az well as new institutions, In-
dia needs national (or interna-
ticnal) facilities to give its re-
searchers acoess to equipmmernt
that conld not e sustained by in-
dividlual institutions. These
should also host support staff

ses
PG STUDENTS NEED
INDIVIDUALISED TRAINING
PROGRAMMES N

SUBIEC

BROAD &

WITHOLEL
WORK WILL BE MIRED [N
INEFFICIENCY

with a remnit to promote effective
use of their facility and provicde
traning to all {e.q. via annual
summer schools for all relevant
research students).

Howr do you create the right
environment for budding
researchers to encourage
criginal work?

Postgrachuate students and post-
doctoral researchers need indi-

vidualised training programmes
i subject-specific and hroad
skills — without these, their work
will be mired in inefficiency. It is
nportant to be part of sorme sort
of group (a virtual one can work)
g0 that day-to-day support can be
obtained from (and provided by)
peers. Gronps should not be too
large though —the best original
research (and researcher devel-
opment) ooours where budding
researchers get reqular input
frormn their supervisor. Allowing
groups to become too large leads
toroutine and repetitive projects
and disengages developing re-
searchiers.

The Eurcpean Researcher
Concardat, which UK insti-
tuticns are currently work-
ing towrards, is aimed at es-

tablishing more structuresd] career
pathwrays for developing re-
searchers.

D eveloping researchers should
also be encouraged to break
away from their superviscrs on
completion of their first project or
PhD — doing sormething in anoth-
er laly or on ancther topic devel-
ope independence and self-as-
suredness that wil be needer]
further dowwn the line when (as
happens to all researchers at
gome titne or other) things don't
go s0 well.

Whatis the biggest challenge
the wold is facing and how can
it be tackled?
Resesarch integrity and ethics
aned, i sorme subject areas, ooln-
placency regarding same [this is
MNOT something that I have hacd
specific concerns about in ndia
— it iz a general oheervation).
Teaching-only faculty. Not all
faoulty can deliver high-level re-
search. They should, though, be
(anc be enabled to be) in some
way '‘active’ in their academic
discipline. Such scholarly activi-
ty can take many forms — devel-
oping novel teaching methodolo-
gies, outreach to schools or the
wider pulblic, knowledge-trans-
fer to industry, consultancy, pro-
fessional practice ... all faculty
should be active in (at least cne
of) these ways to effectively
cormrmunicate enthusiasm and
engagernent with their disci-
pline. This is, I think, a big issue
in India.
For complete stany, chick on Expart By
o WWW edlica tiantimes. com
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HT LIVE DEBATE: WILL STUDENTS’ FEEDBACK APPROVED BY PANJAB
UNIVERSITY DO ANY GOOD OR WILL IT BECOME A FUTILE EXERCISE?

Feedback to improve student-teacher relations

While most readers feel that the feedback will help improve student-teacher relations,
some also point out that students may misuse the system to settle scores with teachers

Teacher will be
unnecessarily targeted

I personally have no issues
but it will politicise the issue,
Managements in colleges will
use this against the teachers
and will try to settle scores with
teachers. It is different in col-
leges ais compared to university
and this evaluation will be used
to fix teachers if they speak for

their rights.
IS Sandhu,
via email

Academic committee’s

should not be involved
The issue of teachers’ evalu-
ation caused a the senate
meeting. The system should
be taken as a positive move.
If PU wants to be at par with
its peers (read institutes) we
need to have this system. All
good engineering colleges and
IITs have teacher feedback
system. Students come and
2o, but teachers remain there.
Every educational in<
which aspired fo
of excellence, \\nuld have to
go for teachers' evaluation, If
PU has to compete nationally
with reputed institutes, such
as [ISER, II'T's and centrally
funded universities, which have
a good feedback mech the
decision of teachers’ feedbac
the need of the hour. However,
it should be purely feedback
system and no academic com
mittee should be involved to

evaluate the feedback.

Kapoor,
Panchkula

Feedback system at
PU is a good move
The decision to have teach-
ers’ evaluated by students based
on feedback is good provided
no undue advantage is taken.
There are high chances of mis-
use like if this system is imple-
mented in college
managements w
this feedback
some teachers for their per-
sonal grudges, Ifimplemented,
unuog\ndvhnu must be set up
in order to make the sys
fawless. It should be transpar-
ent and no academic committee
should be involved to evaluate
the feedback. The process must
strictly be between students and
teachers with no punitive mea-
sures and noinformation related
to feedback must be available
on the PU website. A student
has all the right to express his
discomfort in case a teacher
is not taking lectures but in a
decent manner. The students
must respect their teachersand
inturn, teachers must have faith
in their students, who should be
allowed to give feedback about
their teachers, There has to be
mutual understanding between
teachers and students,
Dr Sheuti K

Chandigarh

System shall lead
to positive change

Feedback system should be
there, as improve the
relationship of students with

DALEETHAURMT

their teachers. Also this is a
recommendation by UGC sono
action agninst teacher in case of
adverse feedback is required.
This exercise is just to build up
the relationship and improve
academic growth,

Dinesh Talwar,

PU senator
Feedback is for
betterment of teachers

Lamnot against the issue but
a third parties feedback must
be brought into consideration.
When the feedback is from
student to a teacher, it should
remain purely between them.
In future such feedback should
not be used against teachers. It
shouldbe kept in mind that this
is just for self-improvement of

teachers.
Karamit Sigh,
PU Senator

Let feedback be a
two-way road
As a teacher, 1 continued to
build on the successful experi-
ment I had tried in 19705 tomake
teaching-learning an exciting
two-way zone. If ‘good teach-
ers make good students’, ‘good
students make better teach-
ers’ In either case, the essential
condition is that the teachers
themselves should seek regular
feedback from the students.
In addition to oral informal
assessment of my teaching |
gave my students ‘comprehen-
sion’ tests to judge for mysell’
how I had fared in transmit-
ting knowledge in my subjects,
The students taught me that 1
ild be more effective as a
co-learner than a teacher \\hmn

k'nI\ htdhndn\\i m has been
introduced with reluctance it

will work only if the students
do not misuse it tosettle scores
with a teacher and he, in turn,
develops a generosity of spirit
to establish his credentials by
helping rather than harming a
student’s interests.
Dr SS Bhatti,
via email

Can students adjudge
high-class laureates?

I was happy to learn that
Dr Grover took over as V-C
of Panjab University being an
alma mater but on the contrary
Lamsad lol\nu\\ that uuiw

will :uliuduv all higl
reates. Now university
start recruiting faculty after
being inte
who give
This is because if you put all
students those who give 75%
attendance a chance to judge a
faculty member, they will spend
50% of their time and energy for
Judgging the faculty. In case such
things are required then Panjab
University must be equipped
with e-surveillance that will
decide what is actually hap-
pening in the classrooms.
phin Bakshi,
via email

The systemisa
double-edged sword
Academically on the face
value the much-touted student’s
feedback system, approved in
haste by the PU authorities
might look attractive. But there
are many strings attached to
that. Who will ensure the sin-
cerity and seriousness of the
students? How it will be ensured
that the personal scores will
not be settled and personal

grudges will not overshadow
the feedback? The deteriortion
in the student-teacher relations
with the passageof time is quite
evident. What about the action
in case of adverse feedback?
Since it sensitive mat-
ter, which involves career
and personal stan
teachers, the s
be really I'nolprvml’ with no
scope of any goof-up. Any
snags in the system can be
ally disastrous. In the end
it may not result in more
harm than the intended benefits.

Teachers should take
feedback in right spirit

In the environment of cor-
ruptions of various kind,
exploitation of students, dual
evaluation system by provid-
ing students’ feedback about
their teachers is quite thought-
ful and making the education
system more meaningful, pur-
poseful and transparent, Ther:
are various types of malprac-
tice where the teachers exploit
the helplessness of -mdenh

to assert lhe pruﬁr\\iun.nl wis-
dom of the teachers, so far
it is a one sided approach in
the hand of teachers to assess
the students’ performance
to judge their ability, aptitude
and attitude. The students are

SCO 72, 13t Floor, 'n.l'bvd
Chowk, Sector 20.C
M: 9815955115, 0172~ 270';”9

the best judge of the teach-
ers’ performance of teaching
and their attitude, style of
imparting education. So what
if the teachers are bound by
the feedback provided as no
action has to be taken based
on the feedback officially but
it shall have big moral impact
on the teachers to overcome
the deficiencies pointed out
in the feedback.
Capt Amar Jeet Kumar,
Nagar

System will help improve
student-teacher relations

Feedback from students for
teachers is a very novel step, It
will help teachers to improve
their relationship with students
and it will help them to become
more motivated, There is noth-
ing to be afraid of and in my
college we are alveady following
this system and I must say it has
really helped. Everyone in the
campus including deans and
even the VC should get feedback

from students.
Dr SS Sangha,
PU senator

Astep in the right
direction

Getting feedback from stu-
dents isastepin the right divec-
tion and will help teachers in
knowing their shortcomings
and will also help them improve
in areas where students want
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Feedback will work
like a toothless tiger

It will become futile
because the feedback
system works like a tooth-
less tiger. Authorities
don't take any action in
case of ad \erwdh 3
5 are p«ml-
fore the author
) t take
on against which
are facing departmental
probe. They should intro-
duce some pragmatic idea.
Authorities must probe
aginst teachers.

Hardeep Singh,
Chandigarh

them. It will build up the teach-

er-student relationship. I am
completely in favour of this,

Gurpreet Kaur,

PU senator

Feedback is the
need of the hour

Feedback from students is
the need of the howr and if the
educational institutes want to
grow they should opt for this.
I \Hnlw university ;:r.uqun-

ion (UGC) recc
this, I feel everyone should ;:vl
feedback even the college prin-
cipals and this should be made

mandatory.
BC Josan,
PU senator

Feedback is futile

The society in which the
moral values are on the decline
is heading towards its dooms-
day, The educational institutions
arealso facing this problem with
thedeterioration in the student-
teacher relationship. The teach-
er- the ‘guru’ who was col
ered as the person next to God
in ancient Indian times seems
to be a puppet in the hands of
students, parents and adminis-
tration. The warm and cordial
student-teacher relations are
b«t-nming rare with time. At
this juncture, the approy: dl of
llw ~lude~m~ feedback

be l'milo as negative feedbacks
are more likely to come than the
positive ones. This will add to
the tensions of the teachers who
are alveady under great stress.
On the contrary, it may add to
their sufferings, as there will be
no check on what the students
write about their teacher.

Baljinder Kaur,
SAS
Students may settle
scores with teachers
This »m should not be
approved it will open a win-

dow where students might try to
settle scores with teachers. The
admin. can have discussions but
no formal system iz required.

PU Senator



